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James (6 years) and Peter (4 years) are half brothers for whom the Chief Executive holds custody orders. The boys have a mother called Jane and different fathers. James’ father is Len and Peter’s father is Bill.  Both boys are currently with caregivers while their long-term future is decided.

James came to the attention of Child, Youth and Family when his mother asked for help with his difficult behaviour. Jane found it impossible to control James. Jane had been in many relationships involving drugs and violence and James had always witnessed what had gone on. Jane was very keen for James to be put on Ritalin for what she termed his hyperactivity. At no time did Jane attribute any of James’s difficulties to her own unresolved issues.

James was placed on Ritalin when he first came into care. However his caregivers gave him clear boundaries and then decided to gradually reduce his dose until he no longer needed the medication.

James has shifted schools many times as his mother had moved around the North Island. He has also been required to shift schools several times while in Child, Youth and Family care due to his disruptive behaviour. He is currently attending therapy to address his behaviour.

James’ father Len lives in a small town which is two hours drive from where James lives. Len promises to come and visit James; however he will often telephone with some reason why he cannot make the trip. When James stays with his father for a holiday Len will often recount stories about James staying up all night. Len is also very proud of all the presents he has given to James.

Len attributes James’ behaviour to Jane and also to it “just being one of those things that no one can do anything about”.

The relationship between James and his mother is very distant. Jane ‘showers’ James with presents but seems unable to provide him with the love and stability he needs so much.

Peter came to the attention of Child, Youth and Family five months after his older brother James. Jane’s current partner contacted the Duty Social Worker when Jane was out of control.  Jane was smashing glass and ‘high’ on drugs on a regular basis, often in front of Peter. When Peter first came into care he was pale, lethargic and withdrawn. He had been in foster care only for a few weeks when he started to put on weight and looked much healthier. Jane has a closer relationship with her younger son Peter than she does with James.

The social worker often believes Jane when she describes her therapy progress. The social worker also noted the close attachment between Jane and Peter, but notes that Jane has been attending therapy for only two months. The social worker remains confused at this point regarding the long-term direction for Peter.

Peter is a quiet boy and is uncertain about why he is in care. He blames himself.  Jane upsets Peter with the many stories she tells him about why he is in care and what will happen in the future. Jane also gives Peter many toys and presents.

Jane has little support to call upon. The friends that the social worker has met have all been involved in drugs. James’s father, Len, has some family support where he lives; however, his current girlfriend is only 17 years old and does not want James living with them.

Bill, Peter’s father, has a close whanau support network. He lives two hours drive from Peter in another small town. Until now Bill has had very little contact with Peter. Bill attributes this to a deliberate attempt to avoid the conflict and erratic behaviour of Jane.

